Grammar + the English Language Ms. Murchie
Okemos High School 2021-2022

Welcome Students! I'm excited to learn with you at Okemos High School this year. This will be a
unique experience for all of us as we learn to navigate new spaces and engage with each other, with
the course content, and with the world in new ways. | invite you to embrace this opportunity with me,
as we stretch ourselves, participate authentically, and grow together.

Welcome Parents and Guardians! | am excited to teach and learn with your student. | am dedicated
to creating a learning environment for your student that will engage them, extend beyond the
brick-and-mortar walls of the classroom, and enhance their critical thinking skills, their communication
skills, and their lives.

Okemos Public Schools’ mission statement is “together...educating with excellence, inspiring each
learner for life.” This school year, let's embrace lifelong learning with excitement, kindness, respect,
and flexibility.

Course Description:

Grammar and the English Language will focus on perfecting the craft of college-level writing with careful
analysis and identification of elements of writing, including grammar, syntax, word choice, rhetoric, linguistics,
code switching, and register shifting.

Students will be reading mentor texts including but not limited to essays published in The New York Times,
George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language,” and articles from The Week.

Students will be working in NoRedInk, an online grammar and writing program, as well as in digital writing
feedback platforms. Participation in class will require giving and receiving extensive and iterative anonymous
peer feedback.

Students will be perfecting essays for The Common App, and perfecting their ability to seamlessly embed
source materials in research and argument writing. In addition, students may be perfecting resumes and cover
letters as time and need permits.

Policies and Procedures

Classroom Expectations

= Stay hydrated, active, and present in the moment!
-> Check Google Classroom daily for assignments and announcements.
= All expectations in Student and Parent Handbook



https://www.okemosk12.net/cms/lib/MI02209166/Centricity/Domain/91/OHS%20Student-Parent_Handbook_2020-21.pdf
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Academic Integrity

=> Plagiarism is not just copy/paste. It is taking credit for any work --or thought-- that is not original
to you.

- Plagiarism requires a meeting with the teacher, a call home, and attention from a school
administrator.

=> Adepartment lesson with video, follow up questions, and discussion will be provided.

Grading Policy

= Assignments will be marked “collected” or “missing” within 1 business day after the Friday due
date.

= Short assignments will be graded within 1 week after the Friday due date.

-> Essays and papers and projects will be graded within 2 weeks after the Friday due date.

= Grades are established by cumulative points: total points earned / total points possible.
Quarter grades: 90% coursework, 10% professionalism.
Quarter 1 + 2 = 90% of semester grade.
Final exam = 10% of semester grade.

Late and Make-Up Work
= Follow the due dates posted in Google Classroom on the Weekly Agenda.
= Work must be submitted by 11:59 Friday night, or it will be marked “late.”
= Minor late work assignments for each unit will not be accepted after that unit's summative
assessment unless arrangements have been respectfully requested in advance.

Professionalism
- 10% of each marking period grade
-> Score is based on timeliness, participation, and engagement.
=> Late assignments, distracting phone usage during class, working on outside assignments, and
any other behaviors that may negatively impact student participation, engagement, and learning
will result in a lower professionalism score.

Extra Credit
= Extra credit opportunities are rare. It is only accepted if a student has no missing or late
assignments after the first week of school.
- NOTE: Students have the option to rework major assignments in order to show mastery.
Rewrites will overwrite previous grades.

Office Hours and Contact Hours
- | am available Monday-Friday if you have any questions, concerns, or feedback at
sharon.murchie@okemosk12.net. | will answer all emails within 24 hours Monday-Friday, and
within 48 hours on the weekends.
- | am available for 1:1 appointments after school either in person or via Zoom. Email 24 hours in
advance to set up an appointment. Make sure you include the student’s name, grade, class, and
issue or question that you would like to discuss.



mailto:sharon.murchie@okemosk12.net

