POETRY and MUSIC

How to read and analyze a poem…

Use this sequence of steps if you are called on to write about poetry.

1. Read the poem.  

2. Decide what you think the poem is saying; write a note on the bottom of the paper, explaining what you think the poem is saying.

3. Read the poem again.  As you read, take notes throughout the poem: what images stand out to you? Words that stand out?  Circle, highlight, do whatever you need to do to flag these images and thoughts as they come.

4. Read your “interpretation statement” at the bottom.  Do you agree with your first impression?  Change or add to it, as necessary.

5. Read the poem again.  As you read, consider the notes you took.  Do you need to add to your notes and impressions?  Make sure you label literary devices that you see.

6. Pay attention to the rhythm, meter, and rhyme.  Is it present? What does it add?

7. Think about voice and tone.  What is the tone of the poem? What is the mood of the speaker? Find evidence.

8. Read your “interpretation statement” at the bottom.  Do you need to change it?

9. Write an “I believe” statement about the poem.  

10. Write a “This poem makes me feel” statement.

“I  Wanna Get Married”  

Nellie McKay  Get Away From Me  2004

I wanna get married
Yes, I need a spouse
I want a nice Leave it to Beaverish
Golden retriever and a little white house
I wanna get married
I need to cook meals
I wanna pack you cute little lunches 
For my Brady bunches
Then read Danielle Steele
I wanna escape
This rat race I've created
I'm feelin' enervated
I don't care if I make it
I just want to bake a sugar cake for you 
To take to work in the morn
And I'll stay home cleaning the dishes
And keeping your wishes all warm
I wanna get married
That's why I was born

I wanna partake in bake sales for the classroom
I wanna hear the sweet tune
Of Sally's little vroom-vroom 
As she zooms around my broom
As I exhume the gloom
Of my shallow life
I wanna be simple and honest and dimpled 
'cause I am your wife
I will never tarry
I'm not even torn
I wanna get married
That's why I was born

“not a pretty girl”

ani difranco not a pretty girl 1995

 
i am not a pretty girl 
that is not what i do 
i ain't no damsel in distress 
and i don't need to be rescued 
so put me down punk 
wouldn't you prefer a maiden fair 
isn't there a kitten 
stuck up a tree somewhere 

i am not an angry girl 
but it seems like 
i've got everyone fooled 
every time i say something 
they find hard to hear 
they chalk it up to my anger 
never to their own fear 
imagine you're a girl 
just trying to finally come clean 
knowing full well they'd prefer 
you were dirty 
and smiling 
i'm sorry 
but i am not a maiden fair 
and i am not a kitten 
stuck up a tree somewhere 

generally my generation 
wouldn't be caught dead 
working for the man 
and generally i agree with them 
trouble is you got to have yourself 
an alternate plan 
i have earned my disillusionment 
i have been working all of my life 
i am a patriot 
i have been fighting the good fight 
and what if there are 
no damsels in distress 
what if i knew that 
and i called your bluff 
don't you think every kitten 
figures out how to get down 
whether or not you ever show up 

i am not a pretty girl 
i don't really want to be a pretty girl 
i want to be more than a pretty girl 

“Silent All These Years”

Tori Amos  Little Earthquakes  1992

Excuse me, but can I be you for a while?
My dog won't bite if you sit real still
I got the anti-Christ in the kitchen yellin' at me again
Yeah, I can hear that 

Been saved again by the garbage truck
I got something to say you know but nothing comes 
Yes I know what you think of me you never shut up
Yeah I can hear that

But what if I'm a mermaid?
In these jeans of his with her name still on it 
Hey, but I don't care
'Cause sometimes
I said sometimes I hear my voice
And it's been here
Silent all these years

So you found a girl who thinks really deep thoughts
What's so amazing about really deep thoughts?
Boy, you best pray that I bleed real soon
How's that thought for you?

My scream got lost in a paper cup 
You think there's a heaven where
Some screams have gone?
I got 25 bucks and a cracker
Do you think it's enough to get us there?

'Cause what if I'm a mermaid?
In these jeans of his with her name still on it
Hey, but I don't care 
'Cause sometimes
I said sometimes I hear my voice
And it's been here
Silent all these...

Years go by
Will I still be waiting
For somebody else to understand?
Years go by
If I'm stripped of my beauty
And the orange clouds raining in my head
Years go by
Will I choke on my tears
Till finally there is nothing left?
One more casualty
You know we're too easy, easy, easy 

Well, I love the way we communicate
Your eyes focus on my funny lip shape
Let's hear what you think of me now
But baby don't look up
The sky is falling 

Your mother shows up in a nasty dress
And it's your turn now to stand where I stand
Everybody lookin' at you
Here, take hold of my hand
Yeah, I can hear them

But what if I'm a mermaid?
In these jeans of yours with her name still on it
Hey, but I don't care
'Cause sometimes
I said sometimes I hear my voice
I hear my voice
I hear my voice
And it's been here
Silent all these years

I've been here
Silent all these years
Silent all these
Silent all these years...
