What problems do college freshmen have in their first year English and writing courses?

1. Students haven’t read enough (but think they have).

2. Students don’t know how to read closely and how to analyze and question texts.

3. Students don’t know how to think critically about complex ideas.

4. Students don’t know how to put their own opinion into papers.

5. Student writing frequently does not go beyond “liking it” or not.

6. Students have inexperience and misconceptions about source use.

7. Students don’t know how to find appropriate sources other than websites.

8. Students don’t know how to incorporate sources and research into their papers.

9. Students don’t know how to document their sources.

10. Students don’t know when they should document their sources.

11. Students don’t make back-up copies of their documents (Priolo 1).

Plagiarism

What is it?

Plagiarism is theft.  It is taking credit for someone else’s research (or not giving credit where credit is due).  According to the University of Indiana, “plagiarism is using others’ ideas and words without clearly acknowledging the source of that information.”  (Writing Tutorial Services 1)

How can students avoid plagiarism?

To avoid plagiarism, you must give credit whenever you use

· another person’s idea, opinion, or theory

· facts, statistics, drawings, pictures, or any piece of information that is not common knowledge

· quotations of another person’s actual words

· paraphrases or another person’s actual words

What are the consequences?

The consequences in college are often an immediate failure of the class and often can result in expulsion.  The consequences in my class are a zero on the assignment (first and second offense) and a parent conference; further offenses will result in a zero on all affected assignments, a parent conference, and suspension.  Anyone submitting purchased papers or papers that they did not write themselves will suffer severe consequences.  Plagiarism is stealing!

What if it’s an accident?

Sometimes a student may “accidentally” plagiarize…they are summarizing information and forget to cite their source…or they don’t remember where they got the information and they don’t want to look it up…or they simply don’t realize what plagiarism is.  This is no excuse.  Accidental plagiarism is just as wrong as intentional plagiarism.

Parenthetical Citation

What is parenthetical citation?

Parenthetical citation is giving credit within your text in for someone else’s ideas or words.  In parenthesis after the quoted information, you write the author’s last name and the page number (author’s last name page #).  Then, on your Works Cited page (the bibliography) you list in alphabetical format using MLA documentation all of the texts you used for your paper.

This is the standard way to give cite your sources.  Some professors still ask for footnotes, and some areas of study still use footnotes.  However, the majority of professors and majors will use parenthetical citation.

There are many ways to use parenthetical citation.  The standard is above, in bold.  However, your paper will be better and more interesting if you vary the following formats throughout your paper.

1. According to Murchie, “your paper will be better and more interesting if you vary…formats” (3).

2. Murchie explained parenthetical citation, arguing that papers are more interesting to read if there are different formats of citation used (3).

3. Well-written papers should have varied formats of parenthetical citation (Murchie 3).

4. Murchie argues that papers are “better and more interesting” if citation formats are varied (3) and that citation is required in her class.
If there is more than one author, use both authors’ last names inside the parentheses.

If no author is given, use a single key word to refer to the title of the article or book.  Make sure you underline the titles of books and magazines.   Use quotation marks for the title of an article or editorial. 

According to Newsweek, leprechauns are not real (“Leprechauns”).

Summarizing and Paraphrasing

What if I just want to summarize something I’ve read?

This is a great idea.  You don’t want to have to write a citation every other sentence in your paper.  However, you must still cite the text on your Works Cited page, even if you are just summarizing something.  Make sure you know the difference between summarizing and paraphrasing!
A summary is a shortened version of something, giving only the main points.  It must be entirely in your own language, using no word phrases or quotes or specific ideas from the original.  If you are using any specific details or word phrases, you must use parenthetical citation.

(The following text is from “Fast, Yes.  Easy? No.” Newsweek January 11, 1999 by Michael Meyer):

They’re known as day traders—individual investors, trading online, who move quickly in an out of stocks, hoping to profit from split-second variations in price.

Acceptable summary with no parenthetical citation (but is listed on Works Cited page at the end:

Day traders trade stocks online.

A paraphrase restates the ideas from the original text, but does not use the original language.  A paraphrase must be cited both parenthetically and on the Works Cited page at the end.  


This is an unacceptable paraphrase:

Day traders are individual investors who trade online.  They trade stocks quickly, so that they can gain a profit from split-second changes in stock prices.

Why is this unacceptable?

1. Only a few words or phrases are changed around or left out.

2. There is no parenthetical citation.

This is an acceptable paraphrase: 

Online, day traders try to profit from momentary changes in stock prices by trading stocks quickly (Meyer 52).

Learning to Paraphrase

How do I make sure that I am paraphrasing and not plagiarizing?

When in doubt, cite your sources parenthetically!

Check what you wrote against the original text.  Make sure you didn’t accidentally use the same words or phrases.  (Also check to make sure that the information is accurate!)  If you have used the same words or phrases, use parenthetical citation and use quotation marks even if you are only using a phrase.

How do I paraphrase?

First, make sure that your paraphrase changes not just the words, but also the sentence structure and the verbs.  You want to put the text in your own words.
Second, make sure that you never use the passive voice.  This means that you should not use the verb “to be” if at all possible.

Examples of passive voice:

The report was written by Joe.

The car was painted a shiny red.
Alternatives using active voice:

Joe wrote the long and boring report.

I gave my rusty old beater a shiny red makeover and brand-new rims.

Third, make sure that you don’t use identity phrases.  This means that you should not use the verb “to be” if at all possible.


Examples of identity phrases:



I am a procrastinator.



Joe is a nose picker.



The car is red.



He is bad.
Alternatives, avoiding identity phrases:

I didn’t write this assignment until the hour before it was due.

Absentmindedly picking his nose, Joe wrote his boring report.

As soon as I put an engine into it, my sweet red ride will be ready to go.

The little boy stole a nickel from his mother’s purse to buy some candy.
What if I am writing about information that I know, but I don’t know how I learned it?

Generally known information is common knowledge.  For example, the following is common knowledge and does not need to be cited:  

People can invest in the stock market and trade stocks to try and make a profit. 

However, you must document facts that are not generally known, and ideas that are not your own.

Do I have to use parenthetical citation for a picture?

Yes, absolutely!  If you use a picture or graphic that you have not drawn yourself, you must cite it just like you would cite a quotation.
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(Axelrod and Cooper)

How can you tell if Internet Resources are Reliable?

Anyone can post a web page or put information on a web site.  How can you tell if this information is correct and accurate?

Ask yourself the following questions:

· Is the author an expert and reliable?  Do they have the credentials they need to be an authority on the subject?  You may have to research the author to find out if they have the expertise and are reliable.

· Is the publisher of the document a reliable organization?  Is the publishing company listed?  Again, you may have to research this.

· Is the Internet information dated?  The web site should be continually updated and maintained.  If the information has no date, how do you know that it is current and accurate?

· Does the document refer to or cite other sources?  Is the web site using correct documentation?

· Are links provided to other sources that you can use to verify credibility?

· Does the information pass the “ABC test”?
A. The reasons and support must be appropriate to the thesis.

B. All of the reasons and support must be believable.

C. The reasons and support must be consistent with one another as well as complete (Axelrod and Cooper).

MLA Documentation Format

How do you format the Works Cited Page?

All citations must include the author, the title, and the publication information.

They should be listed in alphabetical order.

For a complete list, please reference MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (5th edition 1999).  

Also, check out <http://landmark-project.com/> and click on citation machine for an accurate and user-friendly way to create your citations.

BOOKS

One author:

Kurland, Norton.  Coping with Family Violence.  New York: Rosen. 1986.

Two or Three Authors:  

Morra, Marion, and Eve Potts.  Famous Hispanic Americans.  New York: 

Duntton, 1996.

More than Three Authors:

Lichter, S. Robert, et. al. Watching America.  New York: Prentice Hall, 1996.

No Author:

The Age of God-Kings: Time Frame 3000-1500 BC.  Alexandria VA: Time-Life, 

1987.

ARTICLES

Newspaper:

Smith, Rhonda.  “Wishing Upon a Shining Star.”  Lansing State Journal. 

14 Oct 2002: C9.

Magazine:

Meyer, Michael. “Fast, Yes.  Easy? No.” Newsweek.   January 11, 1999: 42-43.   

Encyclopedia:

Nelson, Glenn C.  “Pottery.”  Encyclopedia Americana.  International ed. 1994.

A Work in a Collected Work or Anthology:

Arnold, Matthew.  “Dover Beach.”  Norton Anthology of English Literature.  

Ed. N. H. Abrams et al.  4th ed. 2 vols. New York: Norton, 1979.  

2: 1378-79.

NONPRINT SOURCES

CD-ROM – encyclopedia:

Leicester, Henry M.  “Chemistry.”  Microsoft Encarta.  1998 ed. CD-ROM.  

Redmond, WA: Microsoft Corporation, 1998.

CD-ROM – periodical from database:

Gray, Robert.  “Do You Believe in Dragons?”  Ranger Rick.  Oct 1993: 21-29.

SIRS Discoverer.  CD-ROM.  Boca Raton: SIRS, Inc.  Spring 1996.

Television or Radio Show:

“Favorite Poems.”  Reading Between the Lions.  PBS.  WGVU, Allendale, MI. 

7 May 2002.

Music Video:

Sting.  “Fields of Gold.”  Ten Summoner’s Tales.  A and M, 1993. Music video.


Dir. Kevin Godley.  VH1.  5 July 1998.

Film/Video:

It’s a Wonderful Life.  Dir. Frank Caprea.  Perf. James Steward and Donna Reed. 

RKO, 1946.

Sound Recording:

Simon, Paul.  “Spirit Voices.”  The Rhythm of the Saints.  Warner Bros., 1990.

Interview:

Madonna.  Interview with Matt Lauer.  Today.  NBC.  WOTV, Grand Rapids, MI.  

5 Apr 2003.

ONLINE SOURCES

Web Site:

U.S. Census Bureau.  “American Factfinder: Facts About My Community.”  

June 2002.  5 May 2003.  <http://www.bls.gov>.

A Personal Homepage:

Riehle, Dirk.  Home page.  20 June 2002.  14 Oct 2003.


<http://www.riehle.org/>.

Magazine Article Accessed on the Web:

Smith, Jane.  “Who Really Invented the Internet?”  WEB Weekly. 26 Feb 2003. 

3 Apr 2003.  <http://www.webweekly.com>.

E-mail Communication:

Johnson, Norman.  “Re: Research Information.”  E-mail to Jim Porter.  

21 Feb 2003.

E-mail Discussion List Posting:

Stevens, Darryl.  “Nose Twitching Behavior.”  Online posting.  10 Dec 2001. 

Yahoo discussion group.  24 Jan 2002. <http://www.yahoo.com/discussion/>.

Online Image or Picture:

Armstrong, James.  “Mars Landing.”  Online Image.  12 Nov 2001.  NASA Home

Page.  <http://www.nasa.org>.

Examples of documentation format are taken from “Research Writing: A

Creative Approach.” (Carmody, Haberling, and Irish) and Dalhousie University

Libraries (Reference Services).  
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